VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY.]     OTAHKITE.                                 287

pulchral monuments, which they called Morals; their dead
being neither burned, nor buried, nor yet embalmed, but,
at least in some cases, laid out to decay above ground.

For their government they had one supreme and many
subordinate chiefs. Buf*the lesser peninsula (for Otaheite
consists of two connected by a narrow neck of land) ac-
knowledged a different sway. Between both sanguinary
wars were sometimes waged, in which little mercy was
shown even to women or children. Their chiefs, as their
priests, were hereditary, of either sex, but of fluctuating
authority. Thus, for example, when Captain Wallis first
discovered the island, he saw a woman of middle age,
named Oberea, whom, from the demeanour of the people
towards her, he supposed to be their Queen ; but during
the later visits of Captain Cook Oberea had declined from
her high estate, and was little regarded.

Such is the account of Otaheite when first seen by
European eyes. It was transmitted by men both discern-
ing and trustworthy. Yet, perhaps, we may reasonably
suspect some errors, when we find how gross and glaring
are those committed at home. How ill, even at the present
day, do our nearest neighbours understand us! One
French traveller, only a few years since, affirmed, that
we are in the habit of receiving our letters upon dishes,
and of opening them with tongs.* One French historian,
ascribing our intellectual vigour solely to our animal food,
informs his readers, by way of illustration, that Shakspeare
was a butcher by traed.f

A friendly intercourse and a system of barter sprung
up at once between the people of Otalieite and each
European ship. They brought provisions in plenty, and
in return were most eager for axes and nails. But only
a few hours sufficed to show the vices of their character.
They were for the most part inveterate and incorrigible
thieves. Even those who had received as free gifts many
toys or tools could scarce be withheld from pilfering some

* " Les Anglais se font servir snr des plats des lettres qu'ils
" pretment avec des pincettes." (Thoophile Gautier, Tra los JMontes,
vol. ii. p. 98. ed. 1843.)

f " C'est de temps immemorial une race nourrie de chair. Leur
" plus grand hoinine, Shakespeare, fut d'abord un boucher."
(Michelet, Histoire de ^France, vol. iv. p. 275. ed. 1837.)